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Art Policy

Vision 
At Mereside CE Primary Academy, we aim to provide a high-quality art curriculum that fosters pupils’ autonomy, creativity, imagination and resilience. Art lessons will provide pupils’ opportunities to learn about the history of art, its evolution and those involved with these changes. Additionally, it will provide segues into learning about other cultures. Opportunities to appreciate and reflect will support our children in viewing themselves as global citizens who celebrate and value diversity. Lessons will be linked to other curriculum areas when suitable to help reinforce and enhance learning, whilst acquiring techniques and skills to apply to their final pieces and reflections. Art should enable the children to communicate what they see, feel and think. Our art education will promote discussion, sense of expression and questioning with the aim to motivate our children to continue to thrive in our fast-changing world as artists beyond primary education.
“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once we grow up.” – Pablo Picasso
Implementation 
At Mereside CE Primary Academy, we have used Access Art to support our decision-making and inspiration. 
We aim to cover the seven main elements of Art: line, colour, texture, form, shape, value and space. This will be achieved through, drawing, painting, printing, sculpting, textiles and collage. From EYFS to year 6 the children will look at complex skills isolated to build technical control, automaticity and proficiency. The units will develop, build and challenge pupils by re-encountering knowledge.
We will guide and help children feel confident to take creative risks and express their identity through art. The children will have the option to choose the medium they use in their work, especially for their final piece. There might be specific tasks or technical work, which requires one medium to be used but this would be during the beginning of the session. As the pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. Collaborative learning strategies are used to promote high levels of pupil engagement. Regular flashbacks are used at the start of each lesson to strengthen recall.



Elements of lessons and units:
	Media and materials.
Methods and techniques.
Processes.
Formal elements and principles of Art.
Technical language. 
	Drawing representationally, (drawing/making something look exactly like the real object).
Drawing expressively (taking ideas/inspiration from artists to create work). 
Drawing outside of expectations. 
	Mark making – warm up exercises, technical skills.
Apply to object/subject then own choice of object/ subject. 
Theory and artists – concepts page/ideas, annotations. 
Final piece – apply ideas and techniques. 
Evaluations.  


Artist study is a very important part of our art curriculum. The children will study a range of artists that show progression through history, different genders, celebrate local achievements and most importantly from different cultures. When studying artists (KS2), two or more will be looked at in each unit, one for KS1. The artists will be compared (similarities and differences) and the children will discuss the connections, meanings and interpretations of their work.
With the exception of Early Years, our children all use sketchbooks to document their learning and creative journeys; where they have the opportunity to record, review and revisit their ideas. We feel these are a vital part of developing our children to work as artists, craft makers and designers.
Impact
Assessment in the art curriculum is a holistic process and should teach pupils: how to become independent artists, craft makers and designers, to know and understand the creative process, to ask themselves the right questions and to be able to accept praise and take advice in equal measures. The NSEAD assessment framework is used to assess children's ability to work within the four key concept areas: generating ideas, making, knowledge and understanding and evaluating. Our own progression of skills is used alongside the NSEAD assessment framework to support assessment. 

Aims
We want our pupils to achieve to a high standard and to foster enjoyment of Art as a subject in its own right, we will:
• Enable children to record from first-hand experience and from imagination, and to select their own ideas to use in their work; 
• Help each child achieve their creative potential in both two and three dimensional work, working on a variety of scales. 
• Develop the children’s knowledge of materials by allowing them to experiment freely and to encourage them to use materials sensibly and safely. 
• Ensure the children learn a range of pertinent skills so that they develop an expertise in using both materials and equipment and so enable the realisation of their ideas. 
• Explore with children ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craft people and designers and help them learn about their different roles and about the functions of art, craft and design in their own lives and in different times and cultures; 
• Foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of artists, craftspeople and designers. 
• Encourage pupils to appreciate the beauty, order and precision that is found, naturally and man-made, in our world. 

EYFS

The EYFS staff team will plan for children to experience creative opportunities and develop
art skills within the EYFS curriculum.

Key Stages 1 & 2 
Key Stage 1 
Pupils are taught: 
1. to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
2. to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 
3. to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 
4. about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.

Key Stage 2 
Key stage 2 Pupils are taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 
Pupils are taught: 
1. to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
2. to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 
3. about great artists, architects and designers in history.


Principles
As a staff we have agreed that for good teaching and learning to happen in Art we need the following:
· Teachers to be supported to develop good subject knowledge and to understand the value inherent in a well-developed Art curriculum to other subjects and to approach these lessons with passion
· Clear long term planning to be in place that ensures progression in learning from EYFS to KS2  through providing coherence in development of knowledge, skills and concepts 
· Support for teachers to plan effectively at the medium and short term level including identifying appropriate enquiry questions, resources and suitable pedagogy through the Subject Lead 
· Support for teachers to ensure that resources used including visits, visitors, are available, appropriate, valuable, memorable and support the long term aims of our Art curriculum and overall curriculum aims
Assessment and record keeping
It is the responsibility of the class teacher to maintain an overview of each child’s progress in Art. Assessment in Art can take both formal and informal forms.
Formative assessment (informal): This can be done through observations of the children, reviewing their work and questioning children to identify what they have understood. Recordings of significant progress or events can also be evidenced in the lesson evaluation. 
Summative assessment (formal): Assessment in years 1 to 6 is completed after or during each unit of Art learning. The NSEAD assessment framework is used to assess children's ability to work within the four key concept areas: generating ideas, making, knowledge and understanding and evaluating. Our own progression of skills is used alongside the NSEAD assessment framework to support assessment.

Responsibilities
Teaching Staff 
· Teachers need to ensure they are clear about the key learning in each unit of Art and in each lesson within this 
· Teaching staff will seek advice from colleagues and specialists as needed to improve their practice and respond positively to feedback provided to them
· Teachers should ensure they use the key questions for each lesson referring to them throughout the lesson and ensure pupils are clear about these and have answered each by the end of the lesson
· Teachers are required to provide high quality subject specific verbal feedback in the form of additional questions and discussion of work for children to respond to. These might address misconceptions or extend learning 
· Teachers should ensure presentation in Art is of an equally high standard as in all other subjects including English
· Teachers must ensure that they provide support as needed to ensure that all children can access and make progress in their learning. 

Art Co-ordinator 
· The Art co-ordinator will ensure that the implementation of the curriculum is of a high quality by regularly monitoring standards of work through book scrutiny, pupil voice interviews and focussed learning walks and observations
· They will provide feedback and support to teachers on how implementation can be improved
· They will provide information to senior leaders on the impact of the implementation on standards at least termly and actions that need to be taken linked to this
· They will organise professional development to improve implementation including working with individuals, teams and organising staff meetings
· They will organise cross school as well as internal moderation of standards at least annually with other CoP schools 
· They will ensure all planning, monitoring and this policy are available to senior leaders and staff on the T-Drive 
· They will ensure that information about Art in the academy is up to date on the website including the long term plan and termly/unit planning plus an explanation of the approaches used in the academy for parents
· They will attend QLCs and network meetings and make good use of their professional association to develop their own subject knowledge 
· They liaise with colleagues in other academies within the Trust to improve the standard of Art within the academy 
· They will arrange enrichment activities such as an Art club, focussed days and finding suitable providers of relevant visits  
· They will review the curriculum intent and implementation planning at least annually and sooner if monitoring indicates a need

Senior leaders
· Senior leaders will monitor the implementation of the policy 
· Senior leaders will monitor standards of attainment in Art
· Senior leaders will provide information regarding standards in Art to the LAC and to Trust at RAB meetings 
· Senior leaders will plan for the development of Art in the school in liaison with the Art coordinator and other staff

LAC members
· LAC members will monitor the implementation of this policy through undertaking learning walks and work scrutiny  supported by the Art co-ordinator/ and or Senior leaders
· LAC members will monitor the implementation and impact of this policy through discussion with pupils, the co-ordinator and senior leaders
· LAC members will monitor the implementation of this policy through the Principal’s report and scrutiny of outcomes from external assessments 

Health and Safety 
Children should be taught to use items of protective clothing as appropriate and be encouraged to develop safe and tidy work practices. Teachers and pupils should be aware of potentially hazardous materials and tools in relation to their storage and use. Teachers will always teach the safe use of tools and equipment and insist on safe practice.

Review
This policy will be reviewed by the Art co-ordinator as needed and no less than bi-annually. It will be presented to the LAC when it is reviewed
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